by spirit of salt. Detective Frew went with him at once to his house to investigate. The result of his inquiries was to the effect that Mrs C., who was twenty-nine years of age and six years married, had recently given way to drink, and had been heard on several occasions threatening to commit suicide; that on the previous day, after a quarrel with her step-daughter (a girl of seventeen), she left her house and did not return till that forenoon; that her daughter then went to a neighbour's house, and, on looking back between 2 and 3 p.m., saw her in the passage apparently drunk; that in consequence she did not go into the house, but returned about 4.30 with the neighbour. They found the deceased lying on the floor, vomiting, purging, and apparently very ill.
She was then conscious, and complained of very great pain in the region of the stomach. She also informed them that she had drunk part of the contents of a bottle which she pointed out to them. As they were ignorant of the nature of the fluid, they took it to a doctor, who is said to have analyzed it and pronounced it to be black wash. He told them if the woman was vomiting it was all right; but if not, to come back and he would give them an emetic for her. Her husband, coming home between 6 and 7, found his wife as above described, with the exception that she was unconscious, and, on being shown the bottle, recognised it as one that he had got two or three years before for soldering purposes. He had been informed that it contained spirit of salt, which he knew to be a poison, and had removed it to a neighbour's house some months previously when he heard his wife threaten to commit suicide. He was not aware that it had been brought back. He sent at once for a doctor, but death intervened before one came.
The officer, after searching for other articles regarding which there might be suspicion, took possession of the bottle with its contents, and ordered the removal of the body to the police mortuary.
The bottle was handed over to me on the following day. It was one capable of containing about sixteen fluid ounces, and was said to have been at least two-thirds full before she drank of it.
About half an ounce of fluid containing some dark particles in suspension was left at the bottom. This had an odour not unlike that of naphtha. A number of dark particles similar to those suspended in the fluid adhered to the inside of the bottle, and gave it a dirty appearance.
On making further inquiries I found that the officer had not seen any of the vomit, it having been wiped up before his arrival. The neighbour and step-daughter who first saw her stated that it was small in quantity, white and frothy. There was no blood nor dark-coloured matter in it. Though the vomit was small, the retching was frequent. The purging occurred once or twice, and the stools were loose but natural. 
